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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) TheA vehicle body structure according to claim 1, wherein: of a 
periphery of a rear suspension, including a rear suspension base member, which receives an 
input load from t he rear suspension, in a wheelhouse inner member and being formed bv joining 
said wheelhouse i nner member to a rear quarter inner member, said vehicle body structure 
comprising: 

a coupling member for coupling said rear quarter inner member to an upper surface of 
said rear suspension base member for reinforcement. 

wherein said coupling member comprises plate members and forms a closed cross 
sectional structure in consort with said wheelhouse inner member and said rear quarter inner 
member, and 

wherein said coupling member includes a seat back inner member that is joined to said 
wheelhouse inner member to support a seat back of a vehicle seat, and forms frai l the closed 
cross sectional structure using part of the seat back inner member. 

3. (Currently Amended) The.A vehicle body structu r e acoording to claim 1. whoroin: of a 
periphe ry of a rear suspension, including a rear suspension base member, which receives an 
input load from the rear suspension, in a wheelhouse inner member and being formed bv ioinino 
said wheelhouse inner member to a rear Quarter inner member, said vehicle body structure 
comprising: 

a coupling member for coupling said rear Quarter inner member to an upper surface of 
said rear suspension base member for reinforcement: and 

a reinforcing membe r having an open cross section along , in which one of four sides-ef-a- 
croos soct l on th e reof is opon. oxtondo thereof, the reinforcing member extending in a 
substantially vertical direction of the vehicle body and- te being joined to said rear quarter inner 
memberi-aftd A 

wherein said coupling member comprises plate members and forms a closed cross 
sectional structure in consort with said wheelhouse inner member and said rear quarter inner 
member, and 

wherein s aid coupling member has flanges extending substantially in the vertical 
direction of the vehicle body and is coupled to said rear quarter inner member so that at least 
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theflanges extending in the vertical direction of the vehicle body coincide with edge portions of 
said reinforcing member , in wh i ch along the one of thofour side[[s]] of the open cross section-ie- 

wpvl r. 

4. (Currently Amended) ffAI I The vehicle body structure accordino to claim 2. of a ooriphorv of a 
roar Guopcnoion, i nc l ud i ng r e ar susponc i on base membore, whioh roooivo an input load from tho 
roar suspension, in rospootiv e wh e olhouco inn e r memboro and boing form e d by joining ca i d 
whoo l ho uco i nnor momboro to respective roar quarter inn e r m e mbers, oaid v e hicl e body 
structure compr i oing: 

a wherein the coupling membe r e xt e nding extends in a width direction of the vehicle to 

couple upper surfaces of-ea te right and left rear suspension base members together, which are 
located on the right and the left in pairs, and couple-sai d right and left rear quarter inner 
members together, which are located on the right and the left in pair s, said voh i c l o body - 
structur e wh o ro in: 

said coupling mombor te mado up of p l ate momboro and forms a c l os e d cross soctiona l 

s tructure ovor tho who l o gamut thoroof . 

5. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim ff411 10. wherein[[:]] said 
coupling member Includes a seat back inner member that is joined to said wheelhouse inner 
member to support a seat back of a vehicle seat and forms [[a] ] the closed cross sectional 
structure using part of said seat back inner member. 

6. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim [[4JL2, wherein[[:]] said 
coupling member furtherjncludes a rear shelf member and forms [[a]] the closed cross sectional 
structure using part of said rear shelf member. 

7. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) ffAII The vehicle body structure of a por i phory of a roar 
susp e nsion, ino l uding roar ouopon s ion baso momboro, whioh rocoiv e an i nput l oad from tho roar 
suspension, in rocpoot i vo who ol hous o i nnor momboro and be i ng formod by joining oa i d - 
whco l hou s e i nn e r membore to re sp e ctive rear quarter i nnor momboro, sa i d vohic l o body 
s tructur e comprio i ng: 

—a according to claim 4. wherein the coupling membe r i ncludin g includes a first coupling 

portion that couples upper surfaces of said rear suspension base members to said rear quarter 
inner members, a second coupling portion that couples upper surfaces of said rear suspension 
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base members togethe r wh i ch aro located on the r i ght a nd tho loft in pairo , and a third coupling 
portion that joins said second coupling portion to couple said rear quarter inner members 
togethe r r- which a r e located on tho r i ght and tho loft i n pairo , the coupling member being 
integrally formed, sa id veh i clo body structure whoroin: and wherein said coupling member-ie- 
made up of p l at e m e mboro, forms a c l oood crocc ooot i onal structur e over tho gamut, and has a 
bulkhead structure in a portion surrounded by said first, second and third coupling portions. 

8. (Withdrawn-Currentfy Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 7, wherein[[:]J 
said bulkhead structur o i s formod by br i ng i ng has a pair of plate members positioned close to 
each other, the plate members facing each other in the portion surrounded by said first, second 
and third coupling portions , and join i ng - th e plat e momboro being joined together. 

9. (Withdrawn-Currentfy Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 7, wherein[[:]] 
said bulkhead structur o i s formod by intorpoo i ng has an endless bulkhead member interposed 
between a pair of plate members so as to partition off said portion, the plate members facing 
each other in the portion surrounded by said first, second and third coupling portions. 

10. (New) The vehicle body structure according to claim 3, wherein the coupling member 
extends in a width direction of the vehicle to couple upper surfaces of right and left rear 
suspension base members together, which are located on the right and the left in pairs, and 
couple right and left rear quarter inner members together, which are located on the right and the 
left in pairs. 
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